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Dr. Jeffrey Wilhelm is Distinguished Professor of English Education at Boise State University in Boise, Idaho, and is 

the founding director of the Boise State Writing Project that supports over 3,000 teachers each year with over 

110,000 contact hours of professional development. He is a highly-regarded author and co-author of over 37 books 

about literacy and literacy education, including You Gotta BE the Book, Reading Don’t Fix No Chevys (2005) and 

Reading Unbound: Promoting the Power of Pleasure Reading.  

Jeff has devoted his professional career to helping teachers help their students. He is particularly devoted to assisting 

students who are considered to be reluctant, struggling, or at-risk. His research agenda is organized around creating 

supportive inquiry-oriented contexts for developing and performing literacy, literate behaviors, and literate identities. 

His research demonstrates how inquiry environments are powerful contexts for learning literacy and achieving deep 

understanding. He is currently researching how students read and engage with non-traditional texts like video game 

narratives, manga, horror, fantasy, etc. as well as the effects of inquiry teaching on teachers, students, and learning. 

http://jeffreywilhelm.com/   
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• 

• 

Elizabeth Williams-Riley currently serves as the President & CEO for the American Conference on Diversity, and 

brings more than two decades of experience in education, training and consulting on diversity matters working with 

http://jeffreywilhelm.com/


 

UPDATED     7/12/2017 

corporate, business, community and school groups, nationally and on the local level. She has worked with 

companies and agencies from the public and private sectors to implement new initiatives to address issues of 

diversity, inclusive leadership, conflict management, cross-cultural communication, advocacy, and social justice.  

 

Elizabeth has provided insight and guidance on national human relations and diversity initiatives for both adults 

and youth. She has also provided organizational development assistance, strategic planning, board development, 

executive coaching and capacity building guidance to agencies in the public health sector. Her community work 

includes designing and implementing conferences, trainings, interfaith events, community dialogue forums, cultural 

awareness events, and city-wide multicultural celebrations for thousands of individuals and groups from all 

segments of the community. She has also served as lead facilitator in a number of national initiatives, working with 

diversity professionals as well as business professionals to examine the impact of bias and prejudice in their 

schools, workplaces, faith communities, and neighborhoods. http://americanconferenceondiversity.org/ 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

http://americanconferenceondiversity.org/


 

UPDATED     7/12/2017 

• 

• 

The organizational and leadership experience of Dr. Toby Travis includes working in senior leadership roles of 

several international schools, non-profit ministries, and corporations. As a trainer and speaker, he has appeared 

throughout the USA, as well as in Canada, Mexico, England, Ireland, Wales, Poland, Germany, India, Sri Lanka, 

Guatemala, Belize, the Dominican Republic, Panama, Paraguay, and Ecuador. He is author of the widely-read 

Trusted School Leader Blog and currently serves as Headmaster of Desert Christian Schools in Tucson, Arizona. 

https://trustedschoolleader.com/ 

 

Suzy Pepper Rollins is a passionate, high-energy educator with a mission of creating academic success for ALL 
learners.  She served as the remedial education coordinator for Cobb County Schools in Marietta, Georgia, and is the 
founder of Fast Lane Learning, where she constructed and implemented Math in the Fast Lane, a research-based, 
high-impact framework for math success, and Planet Literacy, a series of professional development courses that build 
content literacy in conjunction with Common Core literacy standards. The author of two books from ASCD:  Teaching 
in the Fast Lane and Learning in the Fast Lane:8 Ways to Put ALL Students on the Road to Academic Success, she 
currently presents and consults across the US and Canada. She believes in professional development that yields next-

https://trustedschoolleader.com/
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day implementation, and while her instructional approaches serve the learning needs of all students, her particular 
focus and interest is on energizing reluctant learners. https://mathinfastlane.com/ 
 

• 

• 

• 
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Dr. Peter C. Grande is a teacher of teachers. Since 1979 Pete has devoted his life to helping teachers and 

administrators maximize their effectiveness. A personal, engaged approach characterizes Pete’s work. In his 

curriculum, instruction, and professional development roles, Dr. Grande has recognized, developed and reinforced 

difference makers.  As the Executive Director of TLS Teaching Learning Succeeding LLC, Dr. Grande’s commitment 

to making a difference in the lives of students, teachers and administrators drives Pete to challenge districts and 

organizations to structure, deliver, and evaluate effective professional learning. TLS’s research-based approach to 

professional learning increases the likelihood that all students will succeed. Dr. Grande has held a variety of 

https://mathinfastlane.com/
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leadership capacities in educational institutions in Pennsylvania. His career of over four decades includes service as 

a teacher, university professor, director of professional learning, and director of curriculum and instruction. 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Michael is an Education Specialist with the NJ Department of Education and serves Cape May and Atlantic Counties. 

He is a former special education teacher and administrator for adolescents who have been challenges with 

emotional disabilities.  He is an adjunct professor of education at Stockton University and co-author of Unwritten 

the Story of A Living System: A Pathway to Enlivening and Transforming Education. 
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